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MEDJUGORJE  
AFTERNOON OF PRAYER 

led by Fr.  Martin Morris  
 
 

2nd Sunday of the month 
4pm – 6pm 

 
 

10th March 2019  
 

14th April 2019 
 
 

St John Vianney 
Hillhead Parkway 

Newcastle upon Tyne, NE5 1DP 

Medjugorje Centre (North East) 
 

ANNUAL DAY OF PRAYER 
 

Led by Fr. Martin Morris 
 

Saturday 23rd March  2019 
 

Coffee from 9.45 am 
Rosary, and Talk 10.30 

Shared lunch,  
Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

and Holy Mass 
 

SACRED HEART Church 
North Gosforth, NE3 5EB 

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE 2019 
Spiritual Director—Fr. Martin Morris 

 
Wed 5th - 12th June 2019 

 
 

2 Places available—SHARING ONLY 
 
 

Awaiting confirmation of cost 
 
 

Flying from Newcastle with Aglow Travel 
Half BoardHotel Orbis—Close to St. James’ Church 

 

Further information from   
Kath Ash 01670 733358 



  

OUR LADY’S MESSAGE—To the World 
Given 25th  February 2019 to Marija Pavlovic 

 

 
Dear children!  “ Today, I am calling you to a new 
life. It is not important how old you are, open your heart 
to Jesus who will transform you in this time of grace 
and, like nature, you will be born into a new life in God’s 
love, and you will open your heart to Heaven and the 
things of Heaven. I am still with you, because God 
permitted me out of love for you. Thank you for having 

responded to my call . ” 

the first disciple, the Mother of all 
believers (John: 19: 25)  
“Today I am calling you to a new 
life.” Mary is telling us that it is 
better to live with God, to open 
oneself to God, to receive peace in 
prayer, to receive the power of 
forgiveness in Confession, and to 
forgive.  When we no longer work on 
our conversion then we feel a 
sleepiness overcoming our souls, a 
sluggishness of spirit, and we stay 
only lukewarm.  Then we become 
weak and prone to complain that God 
does not see, hear or help us.  Mary 
does not want to see us in our 
spiritual desert, that is why she comes 
to us.  To call us to the new life of 
Faith, the new life of Jesus in the 
Sacraments, and the new life of his 
living word. 
It is good and positive that Mary tells 
us, “It is not important how old you 
are open your heart to Jesus, who 
will transform you.”  The call to the 
New Life in Christ is for everyone, 
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Dear Brothers and sisters of 
Medjugorje North East and beyond, 
the grace of another Lent is with us, 
and the word ‘Lent’ means 
springtime, a springtime of the soul.  
So too as in nature we see the signs of 
spring around us, Our Lady Queen of 
Peace reminds us that she is calling 
us to new life.  A new life of the soul, 
of the spirit.  This is why Mary 
always reminds us that we are in a 
time of Grace, because her presence 
with us in Medjugorje is indeed a 
“Call to new life.”   
Mary begins this month’s message 
with that invitation to new life.  The 
new life of her Son, the new life 
symbolised in St. John’s account of 
the new wine flowing abundantly at 
the wedding feast of Cana, where 
Mary says to the disciples, “Do 
whatever he tells you.” ( John: 2: 5:)   
At the Annunciation, (Luke:1:26-38)  
Mary receives the new life of her son, 
and standing near the Cross of Jesus, 
Mary receives this gift of new life as 

Fr. Martin Morris’s Reflection 
Spiritual Director of Medjugorje Centre NE 



  

the unconditional surrender of every 
heart regardless of age, is Mary’s 
reason for being with us.  So many 
say, “Now I’m too old and tired to 
convert, to be renewed, too old to 
have any use in Mary’s plans.”  Or 
we may say, “I’m too young just now, 
or I’m only middle aged, I have 
plenty of time ahead!”  
But Our Lady says, we are called to 
the New Life of Grace now, no matter 
our age.  Mary is the Mother of new 
life, the new Eve, the Queen of Peace, 
and therefore it is important to 
recognise in this message the 
meaning of the new times to which 
she is guiding us.   Opening our 
hearts means to take seriously the 
Word of God so that it may bear fruit 
in us.  Holiness begins in the heart, 
and Mary calls us to create a new 
space in our hearts for the Word. This 
is how we overcome all our 
weaknesses and sins, by the grace of 
God 
“And you will open your hearts to 
Heaven and the things of Heaven.”  
Only the vigilant can stay on the path 
to holiness and faith and love.  That is 
why we must strive to free ourselves 
continuously from the spirit of the 
world, and to live the life of holiness, 
and permit the Holy Spirit to govern 
us from the inside.  Heaven is Mary’s 
goal for us, and it is important that we 
pray for the grace to constantly stay 
open in our hearts with a desire for 
heaven.  We must pray asking the 
Holy Spirit to increase the yearning 
for the eternal life within us.  So that 
the material world and the power of 
evil do not distract us.  Heaven is our 
true home, and the things of heaven 
are Love, Peace, Truth and Joy. 
In finishing Mary tells us that the 
Lord has permitted her to be with us, 

3 

and it becomes more apparent each 
day that her presence and the 
apparitions are indeed a gift and a 
grace to all.  We need to understand 
and accept that it is a gift for her to be 
with us.  Mary, shows us again as a 
true Mother who loves to be with her 
children.   
The greatest suffering of a Mother is 
if she is not allowed to be with her 
children, especially if they are sick 
and are in pain.  Let us renew our 
thanksgiving in Our Lady’s presence 
with us and joyfully go with her on 
the path of holiness, the path of new 
life.   
 
A Holy and Blessed Lent,  
Fr. Martin Francis Morris 

The Memorare 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember,  
O most loving Virgin Mary,  
that it is a thing unheard of,  

that anyone ever had recourse to thy 
protection,  

implored thy help or sought thy 
intercession and was left forsaken. 

Filled with confidence in your 
goodness I fly to thee O Mother, 

virgin of Virgins. 
To thee I come, before you I stand, 

a sorrowful sinner.  
Despise not my word O Mother of the 

Word. 
But graciously hear and grant my 

Prayer. Amen 
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Our Lady’s message to Mirjana 
2nd February 2019 

 

“Dear children! the love and goodness of the Heavenly 
Father give revelations which make faith grow, for it to be 
interpreted, that it may bring peace, certainty and hope. In 
this way, I, too, my children-through the merciful love of the 
Heavenly Father-always, anew, am showing you the way to 
my Son, to eternal salvation. But, unfortunately, many of my 
children do not want to hear me; many of my children are of 
two minds. And I always, in time and beyond time, 
magnified the Lord for all that He has done in me and 
through me.  
My Son gives Himself to you and breaks the bread with you. 

He speaks the words of eternal life to you so that you may carry them to 
everyone. And you, my children, apostles of my love, what are you afraid of 
when my Son is with you? Offer your souls to Him so that He can be in them 
and that He can make you instruments of faith, instruments of love.  
My children, live the Gospel, live merciful love for your neighbours, and, above 
all, live love for the Heavenly Father. My children, you are not united by 
chance. The Heavenly Father does not unite anyone by chance. My Son speaks 
to your souls. I speak to your heart. As a mother I am saying to you: set out with 
me, love one another, give witness. Do not be afraid, with your example, to 
defend the truth-the Word of God which is eternal and never changes.  
My children, whoever acts in the light of merciful love and truth is always 
helped by Heaven and is not alone. Apostles of my love, may you always be 
recognized among all others by your hiddenness, love and radiance.  
I am with you. Thank you.” 

Let us pray with the Holy Father: 
 

Prayer Intention for MARCH 2019 
Evangelization: Christian Communities. 

 
. 
 
 

Pope Francis 

That Christian communities, especially those who are 
persecuted, feel that they are close to Christ and have their 
rights respected. 



  

5 

the space of four years, before the 
death of Herod. Later on, in Nazareth, 
Saint Joseph had to rebuild a 
viable source of income from scratch, 
an activity that would provide for his 
family, by returning to his fine job as 
a carpenter. In his workshop, he had 
to carry heavy loads, beams, 
paneling, carts, furniture and other 
objects that he manufactured daily, 
and deliver them to his customers. Is 
he not the one who taught Jesus to 
carry heavy beams on his shoulders, 
preparing Him for His painful climb 
to Golgotha? 
  
He still likes to work today and 
through this thirty-day novena we 
offer him a great opportunity to spoil 
us and shower us with great 
blessings! 
  

 
  
3. The "interrupters". A few 
pilgrims traveled to Tihaljina (30 
minutes from Medjugorje) to pray 
before the famous miraculous statue 
of the Blessed Mother. For many 
people, this statue is the emblem of 
Medjugorje, however it was offered 

REPORT FROM SISTER EMMANUEL 
of The Community of The Beatitudes 
www.childrenofmedjugorje.com 

Medjugorje, February 17, 2019 
 

Dear children of Medjugorje,  
praise be to Jesus and Mary!  
                                                         
On February 2nd, 2019, Mirjana 
received her monthly apparition in 
her pension house, surrounded by a 
small group. After the apparition, she 
conveyed the message:. ( see page 4 ) 
 
2. Saint Joseph is looking for 
work! On March 19th, we will 
celebrate the feast day of the great 
Saint Joseph, husband of the Mother 
of God.  In our home, the tradition is 
to offer him a thirty-day novena 
starting February 16 to March 18, 
where we pray the Saint Joseph litany 
every day. We always ask him for 
many favours, as he doesn't like being 
redundant when it comes to obtaining 
graces for us.  
  
It's not possible for St. Joseph to be 
that old man who is often depicted by 
painters. It would have required a 
strong man to flee to Egypt by night 
with a very young wife and a 
newborn baby. In addition, once they 
arrived in Egypt, he would have had 
to provide for his family. Local 
traditions in Egypt reveal a 
responsible man who had to flee 
Herod's spies. Seeing that he had 
missed his target despite the massacre 
of the innocents in Bethlehem, Herod 
was constantly searching for the little 
King of the Jews whom he feared so 
terribly! The Holy Family had to 
travel several thousand kilometers in 

http://www.childrenofmedjugorje.com
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outside with her little brother. 
Suddenly the Lord Jesus appeared to 
her, seated on the chair of Peter and 
dressed in pontifical clothes. 
Fascinated by this apparition, little 
Catherine was absorbed by God who 
was speaking to her and was already 
preparing her for her great mission in 
the Church, close to the papacy. This 
conversation lasted for some minutes 
when the little boy, impatient to 
continue playing, drew her out of her 
contemplation. She turned around and 
scolded him, but when she returned to 
her prayer and looked again in the 
direction of the apparition, Jesus was 
gone! This plunged her into deep 
sadness. Jesus himself would 
undoubtedly have liked to continue 
His dialogue with her... But the 
distraction had ended this moment of 
divine intimacy.  
  
How often does the same scene occur 
in our churches! Too few people 
really pray with their heart. So should 
we not in fact rejoice to see others 
immersed in a relationship with God? 
Who knows what is going on between 
God and a soul? Who knows if God 
has not planned to give a specific 
grace to His child at that moment? 
Who are we to interrupt an intimate 
dialogue between God and a soul? 
This dialogue is sacred. Of course, in 
the event of an emergency, we have 
to interrupt them, but that does not 
happen at every Mass!  
  
One day, I was praying after Holy 
Communion with my head in my 
hands. Someone patted me on the 
shoulder and asked me, "Are you 
Sister Emmanuel?" I must confess 
that I was not very kind, because I 
said, "It doesn't matter who I am, but 

to this church before the apparitions 
took place in Medjugorje.  
  
After prayer, a pilgrim asked my 
Spanish friend, Teresa, to take a 
picture in front of the statue to 
immortalise this blessed moment. 
Once the picture was taken, a man 
kneeled before the statue and, with 
his head in his hands, began to pray 
with fervour. The pilgrim, seeing that 
the photo was beautiful, asked Teresa 
to take another one. But Teresa told 
her to wait so as not to interrupt the 
man praying. This prayer went on and 
on, for more than 20 minutes, so the 
pilgrim became impatient and said 
out loud: "Well, no point in waiting 
any longer for the photo, let's go!"  
The man, hearing this remark 
apologized and got up to give her 
some room. A new picture was taken. 
But when Teresa saw this second 
picture, she was in for a surprise! The 
sweet face of Mary had changed. She 
expressed a silent reproach, clearly 
visible in her eyes and her mouth. 
The pilgrim understood the message: 
She should never have interrupted the 
man's prayer for a photo! 
 

  
 
When she was just 6 years old, St 
Catherine of Sienna was playing 
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the one I'm trying to talk to is Jesus!" 
I quickly repented of my reaction 
because the person must surely have 
been hurt. So now, whenever this 
happens, I say: "Yes, we will speak to 
each other, but please let me first 
finish speaking with Jesus who is in 
my heart! Besides, He is also in your 
heart, why not give Him another 10 
minutes of your time to talk to Him?" 
The fruits are excellent! One day, a 
group of eight pilgrims came to 
interrupt me; so I exhorted them to 
pray for a few more minutes in 
silence. All of them did so willingly, 
and they were so blessed that after 10 
minutes, they no longer wanted to 
leave the church! 
  
4. A memorable confession Lent is 
approaching, so I wish to share a 
testimony that will touch the hearts of 
those who are still lukewarm... 
  
Around 1840, a man named Rochette 
had a disabled child. He decided to 
take the child to the Priest of Ars, the 
"Curé d'Ars" as Saint Jean-Marie 
Vianney was called, and who was 
known for the miracles that took 
place through his prayer. His wife 
accompanied him. She went to 
confession to the holy priest and 
received Holy Communion. But 
Rochette only cared for one thing: the 
child's recovery. He did visit the 
church a few times, but never beyond 
the holy water font. He was standing 
at the back of the church when the 
saint, coming from behind the altar 
where he gave confession to priests, 
began to call him in a loud voice. 
Rochette didn't move. His wife and 
son were in front, near the 
communion table.  
 

"So he really doesn't believe?" The 
saintly priest asked the mother. He 
called Rochette again. Finally, at the 
third call, the man decided to walk 
up. "After all", he thought, "the Cure 
of Ars won't do me harm!" And he 
went off to join the Curé behind the 
altar.  
 "And now let's have a chat, the two 
of us, Mr. Rochette," he said, 
pointing to the confessional. "Sit 
down over there!" - "Oh", said 
Rochette, "I don't really feel like it!" - 
"Well you just get started!" Unable to 
resist this robust onslaught, Mr. 
Rochette fell to his knees. "Father, he 
stammered, "it's been a while since ... 
Ten years!" - "Add on a little more!" - 
"Twelve years!" - "A little more!" - 
"Yes, since the Great Jubilee of 
1826." "There we are! If we search 
for it, we end up finding the answer!"  
Rochette confessed like a child after 
14 years without receiving Holy 
Communion. He received 
Communion the next day by his 
wife's side, and their son left behind, 
in the church of Ars, two crutches 
that had become useless.  
 
(FromThe Curé of Ars, by Bishop Trochu - 
Résiac Publisher). 
  

 
 
"Dear children," The Gospa tells 
us, "I cannot help you if you do not 
live the commandments of God, if 
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you do not live the Mass and if you do 
not go to confession." 
  
5. The Bishop of Mostar, Msgr 
Ratko Peric, 75 years old, is retiring. 
We do not yet know who will be 
taking over his duties, but we can pray 
for him as well as for his predecessor. 
Bishop Hoser continues his mission as 
envoy of the Pope to Medjugorje for 
pastoral work.  
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

Dearest Gospa,  
thank you for reminding us that  

‘the Heavenly Father unites no-one 
by chance.’ 

 Wherever we live,  
please help us wage a powerful 

war against the divider. 
Help us anticipate the joys of 

Heaven where God will be fully 
within us all. 

May the Spirit of  Unity  
prevail among us. 

 
Sister Emmanuel  

 
Dates for your Diary 

 
 
1st March  - Feast of St. David 
6th March  - Ash Wednesday 
10th March  - 1st Sunday of Lent 
15th March  - Feast of St Louise 
17th March  - Feast of St. Patrick 
19th March  - Feast of St. Joseph 
 
23rd March - Saturday Medjugorje   
      Day of   Prayer - 
     Sacred  Heart RC  
      Church 
 
25th March  - Annunciation of the 
     Lord 
 
14th April  - Palm Sunday 
19th April  - Good Friday 
21st April  - Easter Sunday 
28th April  - Divine Mercy Sunday 
 
12th May  - May Procession to  
     conf irm 
 
5th June - Medjugorje  
    Pilgrimage NE 
25th June -  The 38th Anniversary 
      of Medjugorje  

 

Today,  
I am calling you 

to a new life 
(Our Lady’s Message) 
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Devotion of the Way of the Cross in 
Medjugorje 

Every Lent we are in a special way 
meditating on the passion of Christ, 
especially we do that in the devotion 
of the Way of the Cross, that we pray 
in the church and in families.  
The Way of the Cross in the parish 
takes place on Fridays at 2 p.m. on 
Cross Mountain and in the parish 
church after the evening Holy 
Mass;  at the branch churches 
(Šurmanci, Vionica, Miletina)  4 p.m. 
Devotion of the Way of the Cross 
began on Cross Mountain in the 
beginning of Our Lady's apparitions. 
After 1981, many pilgrims joined 
parishioners from  surrounding  areas 
and from all over the world.  
When pilgrims climb Cross 
Mountain, they can all have personal 
encounter with Jesus in his passion as 
well as to discover his love.  
The stations were initially marked by 
wooden crosses, and later replaced by 
bronze plaques. 
 
The beautiful bronze plaques that 
make up the Way of the Cross are the 
works of the Florentine artist Carmelo 
Puzzolo. In 2003 identical stations by 
the same artist were erected  on Mt.  
Michiru Malawi. 

Similar sculptures of the decades of 
the Rosary,  found on Apparition Hill, 
in Medjugorje, can also be found 
there.  

 
Stations Of The Cross  

 
Jesus Prays in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. 
 
Begin each station - 
V. We adore Thee, O Christ, and we 
praise Thee.   
R. Because by Thy holy Cross, Thou 
hast redeemed the world 
End each station - 
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.  
 
1st Station: Jesus, You are 
condemned to death. 
Dear Lord, help us to not be so quick 
to judge others. 
 
2nd Station: Jesus, You Receive 
Your Cross on Your shoulders. 
Dear Lord, Please help us to accept 
the crosses that come our way and to 
bear them with a willing spirit. 
 
3rd Station: Jesus, You fall for the 
first time beneath the Cross. 
Dear Lord, help us to keep going 
even when we feel we can't take 
another step. 
 
4th Station: Jesus, You meet your 
Holy Mother. 
Dear Lord, please  Help us to offer 
comfort and consolation and to be a 
source of strength for others. 
5th Station: Jesus, Simon of Cyrene 
helps You carry the Cross. 
Dear Lord, Don't let us turn our back 
on anyone in need. 

Pray the Stations of the Cross during Lent 



  

Dear Lord, at times when we feel 
abandoned, help us to remember that 
you understand and are always at ou 
side. 
 
13th Station: Jesus, You are taken 
down from the Cross and placed in 
the embrace of your Mother  
Dear Lord, help us to remember the 
mothers who have lost children to 
violence and criminal activity. Help 
us to pray for them as they suffer so 
much pain. 
 
14th Station: Jesus, You are placed 
into the tomb. And then there was 
darkness. The tomb was a place of 
transition for Jesus — a stopping 
place between death and new life. 
Dear Lord, please help me as I go 
through my own times in the tomb 
and the dark, times when I feel lost 
and scared, fearful of change.  
 
15th Station – The Resurrection – 
Dear Lord, Help us to see your light, 
guiding us safely to new life. Of 
Peace Joy and Love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just before the Resurrection station 
there is a commemorative boulder 
and plaque where Fr. Slavko 
Barbaric OFM died of a heart attack. 
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6th Station: Jesus, Veronica offers 
You her veil & wipes Your face 
Dear Lord, help us to be the ones 
who comes in to offer kindness when 
the whole world has gone out. 
 
7th Station: Jesus, You fall the 
second time beneath the Cross 
Dear Lord, please help us to have the 
courage to continue. Help us to face 
another day. 
 
8th Station: Jesus, You console the 
women of Jerusalem. 
Dear Lord, even when we are 
hurting, help us to remember that 
others are hurting also. Help us to 
not be self-centered and to continue 
to reach out to those who need us. 
 
9th Station: Jesus, You fall the third 
time. 
Dear Lord, help us to continue when 
the way is hard and we have lost all 
hope. Please guide ou faltering steps. 
 
10th Station: Jesus, You are stripped 
of Your garments . 
Dear Lord, please help us to share 
my material goods with others, to 
feed the hungry and clothe the naked.  
 
11th Station: Jesus, You are being 
nailed to the Cross. With each nail, 
the pain grew greater, each blow a 
vivid reminder of our sins. 
Dear Lord, thank you for your love. 
Thank you for dying to forgive our 
sins. Help us to do your will. 
 
 
12th Station: Jesus, You are dying 
on the Cross. Jesus cried out "My 
God, My God, why have you 
forsaken  me?" Yet He also found the 
strength to forgive His persecutors. 
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participate in the liturgical 
celebrations. We are still thinking we 
should build a chapel,” Hoser said.  
 
 

Meeting of The Apostolic Visitor 
and Apostolic Nuncio with the 

Diocesan Bishop of Mostar 
 

 
On Saturday, 21 July 2018, the 
Diocesan Bishop Msgr. Ratko Perić 
received Archbishop ad 
personam Henryk Hoser, S.A.C., 
Bishop-emeritus of Warszawa-Praga, 
the recently appointed Apostolic 
Visitor with special character for the 
pastoral reality of the parish of 
Medjugorje in the Diocese of Mostar-
Duvno. The mandate of the Apostolic 
Visitor to Medjugorje is of "a 
temporary duration ad nutum Sanctae 
Sedis" (at the disposition of the Holy 
See). 
Archbishop Luigi Pezzuto, Apostolic 
Nuncio to Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
accompanied the Apostolic Visitor 
from Sarajevo. 
In an hour long conversation with the 
Apostolic Visitor and the Apostolic 
Nuncio, the Diocesan Bishop 
expressed his respect for the decision 
of the Holy Father Pope Francis on 
appointing Archbishop Hoser as 
Apostolic Visitor to the parish of 
Medjugorje, manifested his 
willingness towards necessary co-
operation and wished him God’s 
abundant help in his Apostolic Visit, 
which began Sunday, 22 July. 
While noting the fact that the final 
ruling on the authenticity of the 

Expansion of Shrine Revealed 
 

Adapted from a Sarajevo Times 
article published January 6, 2019  
Msgr Henryk Hoser, has announced 

the expansion and construction of a 
shrine in this town located in 
Herzegovina. “An important 
argument in favour of Medjugorje is 
the statistics of Medjugorje itself,” 
Archbishop Hoser said in an 
interview for Vecernji.hr. “We see 
the number of pilgrims increasing, 
and not only that pilgrims come from 
all over the world, but, after their 
return home, they do everything to 
keep on living in the spirit they have 
discovered here in Medjugorje. It 
seems to me that there are more 
people in the world who know where 
Medjugorje is located than the capital 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina.”  
 
Speaking on the expansion of the 
shrine, he said that a group of 
architects is already preparing the 
project. “The plan is to extend the 
space for liturgical celebrations, 
which will meet all the climatic 
conditions; it will be cool during 
summer, and warm in the winter. The 
open square, the outer altar space, 
does not protect the people who 

Archbishop Henryk Hoser  
Appointed by Pope Francis as Apostolic Visitor to Medjugorje 
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communities operating in 
Medjugorje. According to the 
Apostolic Visitor the work is 
extremely time-consuming, because it 
requires detailed discussions, 
examining documents according to a 
specially formatted questionnaire, 
which shows the origin of a given 
community, the history of its 
recognition, and its current legal 
situation, according to the code of 
canon law. 
  
Msgr Hoser mentioned three 
communities already under 
study:  The Community of Blessings, 
formerly known as the "Lion of Judah 
and the Lamb of the Sacrifice”, which 
has a female branch in Medjugorje. 
The sisters work on papal law, but do 
not yet have the local bishop's 
approval. Another community is the 
"Oasis of Peace". Its charism is the 
promotion of peace both in the 
personal and social dimension, and 
thus also in the life of the Church and 
the nation. A third community is the 
organisation known as “New 
Horizons” which cares for people in 
need. 
(www.niedziela.pl) 
 
Holy Mass and gathering of Msgr 

Hoser with the members of the 
prayer communities from 

Medjugorje 
(02.2019) 

 
Msgr Henryk Hoser Concelebrated 
Holy Mass with Fr. Marinko Sakota 
and many other priests.  
He spent some time with the 
members of the prayer groups 
deriving from Medjugorje. 
There are many prayer communities 
present in Medjugorje and 

“Medjugorje phenomenon” is 
reserved to the Supreme Authority of 
the Church, the Bishop 
unambiguously reiterated the 
permanent position of the Chancery 
Office of Mostar, that is, of the 
former Bishop Ordinary Pavao Žanić 
(1980-1993) and the current 
Ordinary, that on the basis of the 
numerous investigations, it does not 
hold as authentic, any "apparition", 
any "message", any "secret", any 
"parchment", of which the local 
Bishops regularly informed the Holy 
See and the Catholic public. Amongst 
these unbelievable apparitions of the 
"Medjugorje phenomenon" are also 
included those of the first seven or 
ten days of the year 1981, of which 
the Diocesan Bishop gave an 
argumented explanation, which has 
already been published in    
Croatian, English and Italian. 
 
The Apostolic Visitor said that he has 
been appointed exclusively for the 
pastoral reality in Medjugorje and 
that his task is to strengthen the unity 
of the Church. 
The Bishop added that this fraternal 
encounter, for which he also sincerely 
thanks the Apostolic Nuncio and the 
Apostolic Visitor, serves towards 
strengthening true peace and unity in 
this local Church. 
 
 

Religious Communities  
Medjugorje 

(February 07, 2019) 
 
Among the activities currently 
undertaken in  Medjugorje by the 
Apostolic Visitor Msgr Henry Hoser 
is the regulation of the canonical and 
legal situation of the many  

http://www.niedziela.pl)
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Archbishop Hoser called them all “one 
big Medjugorje community”. 

''St. Peter the Apostle gives us the 
example with some instructions on 
how we are to live in the Church, to 
tend the flock, not by constraint but 
willingly, not for shameful profit but 
eagerly. Not to lord it over those 
assigned to them, but to be examples 
to the flock. The leaders of the 
community have the primary role of 
serving the community'', said Mons. 
Hoser, who spoke also about how to 
maintain the spirit of fellowship in our 
communities. He said that each one of 
us, in order to live responsibly in the 
communities needs to have some outer 
criteria that would estimate his 
behaviour and actions.  
  
''The first and the most important 
reference is the Gospel and there we 
know that our thoughts and actions 
needs to be immersed in it, when our 
thoughts and actions need to be in 
accordance to the Gospel and the 
teaching of Jesus Christ, while the 
additional reference is Ten 
Commandments, and finally the 
constitution of every specific 
community. If our behaviour is right 
and if we live according to Ten 
Commandments, to the Gospel and to 
the constitution, while being obedient 
to the Gospel, to the Church and to 
Christ, we would be on the right 
path...'', said Msgr.. Hoser. 

He also said that the general criteria 
for the healthy environment and 
holiness of the community are Love, 
Joy and Peace, while three personal 
criteria are Patience, Kindness and 
Goodness. Lastly, he added another 
three criteria for good functioning of 
the community, and those are 
Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-
control.  
  
''All of these nine things I mentioned 
are the fruits of the Holy Spirit. The 
Gospel tells us while we walk in the 
spirit, we live in the spirit, once we 
receive those gifts the fruits need to 
be reflected too'', Msgr. Hoser said at 
the end of his homily and finishing 
with the words ''Sapienti sat!''  

 
Ratko Perić, Bishop of Mostar-

Duvno and apostolic administrator 
of Trebinje-Mrkan 

(December 29, 2018) 
 
 
Bishop Ratko Perić was 75 on 
February 2, 2019.  
It’s the age when diocesan bishops 
are required to submit their 
resignation.  
However, they can continue to stay in 
office at the Pope’s discretion. It will 
be interesting to see what the 
outcome will be and the effect it may 
have on any future decision regarding 
the Medjugorje phenomenon.  
 
Ratko Perić succeded  Pavao Žanić as 
bishop of Mostar-Duvno on July 24, 
1993. 
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Medjugorje Centre North East 
www.medjugorjene.co.uk 

The Centre recognizes and accepts that the final authority regarding the apparitions 
at Medjugorje rests with the Holy See of Rome. We willingly submit to that judgement. 

  
Pilgrimage to Walsingham 

led by Fr. Martin F. Morris 
 
 

Sunday 14th July - Wednesday 17th July 
2019 

 
 

Cost to be arranged 
 
 
Visit England's Nazareth and enjoy an uplifting pilgrimage in the beautiful 
Norfolk countryside. Staying at Elmham house pilgrim centre and in-
cludes a day excursion to Sheringham.   
 
 
 
Further details from: 
 
Fr. Martin at St. John Vianney Parish, West Denton,  
Tel: 0191 2676063 

MIDDLESBROUGH  CENTRE  
FOR PEACE 

 
RESUMES 

MEDJUGORJE EVENING 
 

Friday 8th March 2019 
Friday 12th April 2019 

 
 
 
 

JOHN PAUL CENTRE 
55 GRANGE ROAD,  

MIDDLESBROUGH, TS1 5AU 
 

 
For further details please contact: 

Mrs Marie Bedingfield 
Tel: 01642 530739  

MIDDLESBROUGH  CENTRE  
FOR PEACE 

 
 

MEDJUGORJE PILGRIMAGE 

2019 

 
MAY and SEPTEMBER  

 
 

 
FLYING from NEWCASTLE  

 

 
For further details please contact: 

Mrs Marie Bedingfield 
Tel: 01642 530739  

http://www.medjugorjene.co.uk

